INSTITUT I-MF: INSTITUTE
DU MARIAGE ET OF MARRIAGE
. . wiiin ND FAMILY
SOCIﬂI PEIIIC}-’ Staristics at a glance muaﬂf«l&: C Eaghr{:.r‘n

CANADIAN CHILDCARE STATISTICS
Updated December 9, 2009

As of 2002-2003, 54 per cent of Canadian children between six months and
five years were in some type of non-parental child care. The definition of non-
parental care includes care by relatives in the home. [1]

As of 2002-2003, 52 per cent of children in child care were “full time” (30+
hours per week). Again, this includes care by relatives in the home. [2]

90 per cent of Canadians feel that, in two-parent situations, ideally, one
parent should stay home and take primary responsibility for raising preschool
children. Where staying home is not possible, the first child care choice is
one's partner, followed by a parent, then another relative, then home-based
child care, then daycare centres, then friends and sitters. [3]

77.9 per cent of parents of young children, when offered the choice between
having one parent stay home to care for their child(ren) or placing them with
a competent caregiver, chose the former. [4]

Child care in Quebec (only province in Canada to have a provincial daycare
system) costs between $11,500 to $15,700 per child [5]

An estimate of the real costs of Ontario’s early learning plan by Dr. Charles
Pascal, if fully implemented, shows an annual cost of just over $6 billion
annually [6]

Research shows both positive and negative outcomes the result of time in
institutional care. Positive outcomes tend to be associated with targeted
disadvantaged populations. Negative outcomes include poor socialization and
behavioural problems:

Increased “externalizing problems and conflict with adults” [7]

A lack of improvement in “problem behaviour” for economically disadvantaged
families the result of junior kindergarten attendance [8]

Higher vocabulary scores the result of good quality non-parental care, also
more behavioural problems [9]

No applicability of child care research to widespread benefits for all children,
rather, benefits are limited to targeted populations [10]

“Positive gains in pre-reading and math skills, but negative social behaviour*
[11]

Quebec is the only Canadian province to have a provincial daycare system.
Research shows children there are safe but not learning. [12]
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