Abortion poll surprise ; Most Canadians favour some restrictions
on procedures
Published May 12, 2011
By Bryan Lilley

OTTAWA -- The majority of Canadians believe there should be some restrictions on
abortion, according to a poll conducted ahead of Thursday afternoon's annual March for Life
on Parliament Hill.
The results fly in the face of the political consensus in Canada in which all major party
leaders at the federal and provincial levels are committed to the status quo.
In Canada, there is no law on abortion and the procedure is funded with tax dollars through
the health system, another issue where the country differs from their political masters.
"I think there is a disconnect between what Canadians are telling us in this survey and
what politicians were talking about during the campaign," said Abacus Data CEO David
Coletto.
Abacus surveyed 1,007 adult Canadians on April 28 and 29.
The poll found 59% of Canadians believe there should be some restrictions on abortion as
pregnancy proceeds.
More than one quarter of Canadians, 27%, said that human life should be protected from
conception onwards, 21% said there should be protection after three months of pregnancy
and 11% after six months. Only 22% agreed with the status quo which is no legal
protection until a child is born.
"Politicians are out of touch with Canadian sentiment," said Andrea Mrozek, manager of
research at the Institute for Marriage and Family.
Mrozek also thinks most media are out of touch with public sentiment on this issue.
"We've been told that women are of one unanimous opinion on abortion, and that women
are overwhelmingly pro-choice," Mrozek said.

"As it turns out, this poll shows much more diversity and even much more of a pro-life
sentiment amongst women."
The poll shows that 63% of women believe in restricting abortion either before or at the
sixth month, compared to 56% of men.
While politicians shy away from the issue, Abacus found that most Canadians are ready for
a debate.
"The majority of Canadians say that when discussing big issues like this we should be
afraid of debate," Coletto said, adding that while there is support for restrictions, there is
no strong desire to completely outlaw abortion.
"When it comes to abortion there are shades of grey and it shouldn't be treated as a blackand-white issue."
--Q: When do you believe human life should be legally protected?
From conception 27%
After 3 months of pregnancy 21%
After 6 months of pregnancy 11%
From birth 22%
Not sure 19%
Q: Which statement comes closest to your view about the abortion debate in Canada?
Some things are better left alone. Now is not the time to reopen the abortion debate. 26%
When discussing matters of life and death there is never a bad time for debate. We
shouldn't be afraid to debate tough. 52%
Neither. 22%
Source: Abacus Data Inc.
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